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EQUITY DISCLAIMER &
CONTENT WARNING

Throughout this committee, delegates will be engaging in complex debates and discussions

covering a wide array of topics. As SSICsim seeks to provide an enriching educational
experience that facilitates understanding of the implications of real-world issues, the
content of our committees may involve sensitive or controversial subject matter for the
purposes of academia and accuracy. We ask that delegates be respectful, professional,
tactful, diplomatic, and open to new perspectives when engaging with all committee
content, representing their assigned country’s or character’s position in an appropriately
nuanced and equitable manner, communicating kindly and compassionately with staff and

other delegates, and responding to opposing viewpoints constructively.

This Background Guide presents topics that may be distressing to some Delegates,
including but not limited to: violence and warfare. Great care will be taken by staff in
handling any/all of these topics should they arise. Additionally, the staff for Council of
Elrond request that all participants exercise discretion when engaging with committee
content, and ensure that interactions are intended to drive the overall conversation and
personal/committee goals, rather than ‘score points’ or generate interpersonal

conflict/discomfort.

SSICsim recognizes the sensitivity associated with many of our topics, and we encourage
you to be aware of and set healthy boundaries that work for you. This may include:
refraining from reading certain parts of the background guide, preparing yourself before
reading this background guide, doing some self-care or seeking support after reading the
background guide, or anything that can help make you feel more comfortable. We ask that

all Delegates remain considerate of the boundaries that other Delegates set.
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SSICsim expects that all discussions amongst delegates will remain productive and
respectful of one another. If you have any equity concerns or need assistance in setting
boundaries or navigating sensitive subject matter, please do not hesitate to reach out to
me, our Deputy Secretary-General, Aidan Thompson, at dsg@ssicsim.ca, or our Equity
Proxy, Di Vink, at equity@ssicsim.ca. We want you to feel safe, comfortable, and

welcomed at SSICsim!

If you wish to switch committees after having read the content warnings for this

committee, please:

¢ Use the following form to request a committee switch:
https:/forms.gle/fKUYrcSTxwPRQ2CD9

e Contact your Faculty Advisor/Head Delegate to inform them of your request if you are

a part of a delegation

AIDAN THOMPSON (HE/HIM)
DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL
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DEFINITIONS

Middle Earth
The primary setting of J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Lord of the Rings," Middle-earth is a vast and

mythical realm that encompasses various lands, races, and cultures.

The One Ring

A powerful and corrupted artifact forged by the Dark Lord Sauron. It grants immense

power and control over the other Rings of Power and is the central focus of the story.

The Shire
A peaceful and idyllic region in Middle-earth inhabited by the hobbits, a small and humble

race known for their love of simple pleasures and agricultural pursuits.

The Fellowship of the Ring

A diverse group consisting of members from different races and cultures who join forces to

aid Frodo Baggins in his quest to destroy the One Ring.

Sauron

The main antagonist in "The Lord of the Rings," Sauron is the Dark Lord who seeks to

reclaim the One Ring and use its power to dominate Middle-earth.

Nazgul/Ringwraiths/Black Riders
Nine fearsome and undead servants of Sauron, once kings of men, who were corrupted by

the power of the Rings and now serve as his most formidable agents.

Rivendell

A hidden elven refuge located in the Misty Mountains, where Elrond, Lord of Rivendell,

convenes the Council of Elrond to discuss the fate of the Ring.
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Gondor

One of the major human kingdoms in Middle-earth, known for its capital city of Minas Tirith.

Gondor is a crucial ally in the fight against Sauron.

Elrond

Elrond is a wise and powerful Half-elven lord of Rivendell in J.R.R. Tolkien's "The Lord of the
Rings." He offers counsel, possesses immortality, and plays a crucial role in the struggle

against the forces of darkness
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INTRODUCTION

"The Lord of the Rings" presents a captivating fantasy world crafted by J.R.R. Tolkien,

where an epic struggle unfolds. This committee invites you to immerse yourself in a realm

brimming with enchanting landscapes, diverse cultures, and deep-rooted conflicts.

Within this realm, numerous races inhabit Middle-earth, each possessing unique
characteristics and rich histories. The elves, beings of ethereal grace, display a profound
connection to magic and the natural world. The resilient humans, with their noble ideals,
strive to protect their kingdoms and maintain the legacy of their ancestors. The dwarves,
renowned for their craftsmanship, leave their mark on the realm through intricate
architecture and unparalleled skill. Among them, hobbits provide a charming simplicity and

unyielding courage that belies their diminutive stature.

However, Middle-earth is not free from perils. The ominous presence of Sauron, the Dark
Lord, looms over the realm. Sauron seeks to regain possession of the One Ring, a source of
unparalleled power. His malevolent forces threaten to plunge Middle-earth into eternal

darkness, while the Ringwraiths, his terrifying servants, relentlessly pursue its bearer.

At the core of this epic tale lies the timeless struggle between good and evil. Heroes rise
from unexpected places, their bravery, loyalty, and sacrifice illuminating the path of hope
amidst despair. The unyielding bonds of friendship and fellowship strengthen in the face of

adversity, exemplifying the indomitable spirit of the Free Peoples of this realm.
Tolkien's captivating world serves as a canvas for exploring profound themes of courage,

hope, and the enduring power of unity. Grand battles, mythical creatures, and perilous

quests intertwine with complex personal journeys and moral choices.
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ISSUES

In the realm of Middle-earth, a tapestry of interconnected events weaves a complex web of

circumstances just before the Council of Elrond. Here, the fate of the land hangs delicately in

the balance, with the following facts shaping the state of affairs.

At the heart of this unfolding tale lies the One Ring, a powerful and treacherous artifact.
Forged in the fires of Mount Doom by the malevolent Dark Lord Sauron, it holds within its
golden band the essence of his dominion. A singular object of both awe and dread, the Ring

has become the focal point of a monumental struggle between forces of good and evil.

Sauron, a being of shadow and malice, has returned to Middle-earth, his intentions cloaked
in darkness. His insidious desire burns bright, for he seeks to reclaim the One Ring and
harness its power to bring about the downfall of all who oppose him. With every passing
moment, his presence looms ever closer, casting a long and foreboding shadow upon the

land.

To aid him in his malevolent pursuits, Sauron commands the Nazgdl, the fearsome
Ringwraiths. Once noble kings of men, these spectral figures have succumbed to the
corruption of the Rings of Power, becoming relentless hunters in pursuit of the One Ring.
Their presence strikes terror into the hearts of those who dare cross their path, for their

allegiance to Sauron knows no bounds.

From the depths of Mordor, Sauron's forces gather, an amalgamation of darkness and
despair. Orcs, trolls, and other creatures of the night come together, drawn by the promise
of power and conquest. Within their malevolent ranks, a relentless determination to
overthrow the free peoples of Middle-earth takes hold, threatening to tip the delicate

balance between hope and despair.
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Yet, the struggles faced by Middle-earth extend beyond the machinations of Sauron.
Divisions and discord ripple through the varied races and cultures inhabiting the realm.
Elves, dwarves, and humans find themselves caught in the quagmire of their own conflicts,
their unity fractured at a time when it is most needed. In the face of a common enemy, their

differences threaten to undermine their collective strength.

As the world evolves, so too does the influence of magic upon the land. The once-potent
enchantments woven by the elves fade, their ancient wisdom slipping away like whispers
on the wind. The decline of magic leaves Middle-earth vulnerable, its defenders stripped of

the extraordinary powers that once bolstered their ranks.

Gondor, a kingdom renowned for its valor and might, faces its own internal turmoil.
Leadership falters, leaving the realm vulnerable to Sauron's encroaching darkness. The
fading hope of a once-proud people hangs like a fragile thread, threatening to unravel in the

face of overwhelming adversity.

Across the lands, the tendrils of Sauron's malevolent presence spread, tainting hearts and
lands alike. Fear, despair, and the creeping shadows of corruption permeate the once
vibrant tapestry of life, casting doubt upon the hopes and dreams of those who dwell

within.

And so, amidst the swirling chaos, the One Ring exerts its seductive influence. Its power,
both alluring and treacherous, beckons to those who encounter it, challenging their very
essence. The allure of dominion and the weight of responsibility clash, testing the strength

of those burdened with its possession.

In this delicate juncture of Middle-earth's history, the Council of Elrond bears witness to not
only the daunting challenges faced by the realm but also the fracturing of once-strong

alliances that had been forged in times long past.

As the forces of darkness surge and the looming threat of Sauron grows, the unity that had

once bound the diverse races begins to erode. Elven realms, renowned for their grace and
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wisdom, withdraw into their secluded domains, their ancient bonds of friendship and
cooperation withering in the face of encroaching darkness. The dwarven halls, once
bastions of strength and solidarity, turn inward, fiercely guarding their ancestral treasures

and struggling to find common ground with the other races.

Even the realms of men, who have traditionally stood as bulwarks against the forces of evil,
find their unity fractured. Political disputes and ambitions for power sow seeds of division,
weakening their collective resolve to stand against the impending threat. The ties that once
bound kingdoms and noble houses together now strain under the weight of suspicion and

self-interest.

Such waning alliances leave Middle-earth vulnerable, its defenses weakened precisely when
they are most needed. The absence of trust and collaboration hampers the ability to muster

a united front against Sauron's resurgent might.

The Council of Elrond, therefore, represents a critical opportunity to bridge these gaps, to
rekindle the dwindling embers of solidarity among the free peoples. It serves as a beacon of
hope, where representatives from all races and walks of life must set aside their differences,
rediscover the strength in unity, and reforge the alliances that had once safeguarded
Middle-earth. Should these alliances fail to be upheld the outcome would be dictated by
which race wields the One Ring. As the Ring's power transforms and adapts to its bearer,

the course of history is forever altered.

If the dwarves were to possess the Ring, its influence would resonate with their inherent
determination and resilience. With an unyielding spirit, they would channel the Ring's
power to fortify their kingdoms and wage a relentless war against Sauron's forces. Their
unbreakable unity and unshakable loyalty would bolster their defenses, allowing them to
withstand the tides of darkness. However, for the dwarves, their resilience and
determination are tempered by an inherent greed for wealth and material possessions. The
allure of the Ring's power would amplify this desire, tempting them to hoard its influence for
themselves rather than uniting the free peoples. Their insatiable thirst for gold and treasures

could potentially blind them to the greater purpose of opposing Sauron, leaving them

COUNCIL OF ELROND | PAGE 10



SSIESIM 2023

vulnerable to his manipulations and dividing their ranks.

Should the elves claim the Ring, their ancient wisdom and ethereal grace would be
heightened to unprecedented levels. The Ring's magic would weave through their very
essence, enabling them to restore the fading realms and rally the elven people against
Sauron. They would harness its power to rejuvenate the lands, calling upon the forces of
nature to aid in their righteous cause. However, they may struggle with a sense of
detachment from the mortal realms. The Ring's power, while enhancing their abilities, could
deepen their longing for their fading realm and draw them into seclusion. Their focus on
preserving their own dwindling culture and territories might overshadow the urgency of the
larger conflict, making them susceptible to Sauron's encroachment on the world beyond

their borders.

Alternatively, if the race of men were to wield the Ring, their ambitious and ever-evolving
nature would be both a boon and a bane. With the Ring in their possession, men would be
consumed by a thirst for power and dominance. They would marshal their strength, forming
vast armies and empires, striving to forge a new world order under their rule. Yet, internal
conflicts and struggles for control would threaten to tear them apart, leaving them

vulnerable to Sauron's cunning and manipulation.

The hobbits, unassuming and humble, would be an unexpected bearer of the Ring. Their
innate resilience and simplicity would lend them the ability to resist the Ring's corrupting
influence. In their hands, the Ring would become a tool to bring balance and harmony to
Middle-earth. Guided by their unwavering courage, the hobbits would embark on a perilous

quest, rallying the free peoples and leading a covert resistance against Sauron's forces.

The weight of the looming darkness presses upon their shoulders, urging them to put aside
grievances and ancient enmities in the face of a common adversary. For it is only through a
shared resolve, a renewed commitment to cooperation and trust, that they can hope to

counter the overwhelming might of Sauron and protect the fragile tapestry of Middle-earth

from being forever ensnared in shadow.
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STATE OF AFFAIRS

In the days preceding the pivotal Council of Elrond, Middle-earth finds itself embroiled in a

web of intertwined events, their consequences rippling across the land. The stage is set,
and the free peoples of Middle-earth gather in Rivendell, seeking counsel and guidance in a

world fraught with danger and uncertainty.

News of the One Ring's existence has reached the ears of the wise and the brave, igniting a
sense of urgency and foreboding. Frodo Baggins, a young hobbit from the Shire, bears the
burden of the Ring, having inherited it from his uncle, Bilbo. Gandalf the Grey, the venerable
wizard, recognizes the peril that befalls Middle-earth and guides Frodo on his perilous

journey to Rivendell, where the fate of the Ring will be decided.

Within the hallowed halls of Rivendell, the Council assembles, presided over by Lord Elrond
himself. The gathering is a diverse tapestry of races and cultures, each with their own stake
in the outcome. Their stories intertwine, revealing the extent of Sauron's growing influence

and the desperate need for a unified front.
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GUIDING QUESTIONS

¢ What should be done with the One Ring? Is its destruction the only viable solution, or
can it be used against Sauron's forces?

e How can the Ring's corrupting influence be resisted or mitigated? What measures can
be taken to prevent its malevolent power from corrupting those who encounter it?

e Who should be entrusted with the responsibility of carrying the Ring? What qualities
and characteristics should the Ring-bearer possess?

e How can the various races of Middle-earth set aside their differences and form a united
front against Sauron? What alliances and strategies can be forged to maximize their
chances of success?

e What assistance can be expected from the realms of elves, dwarves, and men? How
can their strengths be harnessed to counter Sauron's growing influence?

e Are there any viable alternatives to a direct confrontation with Sauron's forces? Can
diplomatic or covert approaches be explored to undermine his power?

e Are there any other artifacts, ancient texts, or hidden knowledge that could prove
instrumental in the struggle against Sauron? How can they be accessed and utilized
effectively?

¢ How can the free peoples of Middle-earth rally the support and cooperation of the
neutral or unaligned factions? What arguments or incentives can be employed to sway
them to join the fight?

¢ What steps can be taken to safeguard the remaining realms and strongholds from

Sauron's encroachment while the campaign against him is being waged?
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